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0.A.S.L. State Officers For 1958-1959 


President 
J. Allen Oakum, Roosevelt High School, Kent, Ohio 
Vice-President 
Ruth L. Watkins, Harding Senior High School, Warren, Ohio 
Recording Secretary 
Mrs. Mary Ann —— ptm Junior High School, Columbus, Ohio 


| Secretary 
Mrs. Ruth Bushes, Kiser —. School, Dayton, Ohio 


Tre 
Mrs. Lulubelle Lincks, Withrow 1 High School, Cincinnati, Ohio 


0.A.S.L. State Regional. — For 1958-1959 
Northeas 
Mrs. Mary Patton Parr, Cuyahoga Falle £ High School, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 


Northwestern: 
Eleanor Leiter, Assistant Librarian, Defiance College, Defiance, Ohio 


Central: 
Mary D. Herron, Chillicothe High School, Chillicothe, Ohio 
Eastern: 
Rachael Freedman, Steubenville High School, Steubenville, Ohio 


Western: 
Helen R. Reed, Miamisburg High School, Miamisburg, Ohio 
Southwestern: 
Frances Dye, Lockland High School, Lockland, Ohio 


0.A.8.L. Bulletin Staff 


Editor 
Evelyn Kronheim, Sussex Elementary School, Shaker Heights 


Ohio Student Librarians Association Officers 


President 
Bob Harmon, Kent State University School, Kent 
Vice-President 
Nancy Diano, Canton South — School, Canton 
Secreta 
Barbara Lester, Springfield High School, Springfield 
Treasurer 
James Meyer, Harvey High School, Painesville 
Publicity Chairman 
Paula Neininger, Canton South High School, Canton 


American Library Association Conferences: 


Washington D. C.: June 21-27, 1959 
Montreal: June 19-25, 1960 


National Library Week 
April 12-18, 1959 


Ohio Student Librarians Association: 
Oxford: Miami University, April 25, 1959 


Ohio Association of School Librarians Conferences: 
Cleveland: Wade Park Manor, Oct. 30-31, 1959 
Columbus: 1960 
Canton: 1961 
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times a year, in December, March, May and October. 


Copies are sent to members only and included in membership dues. 
Please send changes of address to the Editor. 
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YOUR PRESIDENT REPORTS: 


It seems that all I’ve accomplished since my last report to you is 
the writing of letters and more letters in order to complete the standing 
committees for 1958-1959. You will find the Committee appointments 
on the inside of the back cover of the Bulletin. If you have any sugges- 
tions, gripes, ete. for any of the committees send them to the chairman 
for committee consideration. 


The Committee of A.A.S.L. for the revision of the 1945 School Library 
Standards is planning the publication of the revised standards in Septem- 
ber, 1959. The Board of A.A.S.L. has approved a plan for implementation 
of the Standards. Each State Association has been asked to appoint a 
representative to work on Standard Implementation and to attend the 
State Assembly at the Washington, D. C., A.L.A. meeting which will be 
the start of the real implementation program. Caroline Holmes, Director 
of the Columbus Public School Libraries, has accepted the task of repre- 
senting us on this important program of school library standards. 


I hope that many of you will find it possible to have your Student 
Assistants represented at the Ohio Student Librarians Association’s 
annual meeting on April 25 at Miami University, Oxford, Ohio. May I 
urge you to support and encourage this program. What a wonderful 
Recruitment opportunity! 


I would also like to call your attention to the articles (appearing else- 
where in the Bulletin) on National Library Week and Benefits To 
Libraries From National Defense Education Act. 


Now available at 50c a copy from the N.E.A. Publications-Sales 
Section, 1201 Sixteenth St., N. W., Washington 6, D. C.— Research 
Monograph 1958-M1—The Secondary School Teacher and Libarian 
Service. 


Have you read the 1959 School Activities and the Library published 
by A.L.A.? It contains an interesting article, “The School Library — 
Room for Improvement?” by Evelyn S. Bianchi based on the survey 
mentioned above. 


Also of interest, The People Speak . . . a summary report on the 
State House Conference on Education, available from the Ohio School 
Boards Association, 3752 N. High St., Columbus 14, Ohio. Cost, $1.00. 


The spring meeting of the Executive Board will be held on Saturday, 
May 2nd at the O.E.A. Building in Columbus. If there are problems, 
suggestions, criticisms that we, as an Association, should be concerned 
about, please notify your district representative or any of the officers. 


Finally, have you renewed your O.A.S.L. membership? The last report 
shows that many have not done so. If we are to continue to grow we 
must have everyone renewing his membership as well as selling the 
value of our organization to non-members in his area. Let’s keep on 
growing ... Let’s endeavor to reach a membership of 575 by our Annual 
meeting in Cleveland. 

J. Allen Oakum 
President 


MEMBERSHIP REMINDER LETTERS 


The response to the membership letters has been remarkable. Over 75 
replies were received the week following the mailing of the letters. 


It will be helpful and time-saving to the committee chairman if all 
3 forms for membership are filled in by each one renewing her member- 
ship or joining O.A.S.L. for the first time. 


As I express my appreciation for your co-operation in prompt replies, 
I want to acknowledge and offer my apology for the very obvious error, 
which appeared so boldly in the membership letters. There is just no 
excuse for spelling BULLETIN as BULLENTIN. So please forgive my 
student typist and me for overlooking the mistake. 


Martha Hammack, Membership Chairman 


A.L.A. MIDWINTER MEETING 
By Mildred Krohn, Director of School Libraries, Shaker Heights 


This year the Midwinter meeting of A. L. A. was different. There were 
no open meetings except the Council sessions. Only officers and members 
of committees were encouraged to attend. Consequently, there were prob- 
ably fewer people there, but less meeting conflicts and less chance to visit 
with your friends. In other words, it was a working conference. 


For school librarians probably the greatest item of business is the re- 
vision of school library standards which is expected to be published by the 
fall of this year. Various committees studied and advised to strengthen and 
improve them. 


Another important item that was discussed was the National Defense 
Education Act of 1958 and its meaning for libraries. Briefly, libraries have 
the opportunity to get money to build up collections of books and other 
printed and audio-visual materials in the area of science, mathematics and 
modern foreign languages and to provide library equipment and minor re- 
modeling necessary to this expansion. Projects may be developed for spe- 
cial groups or to strengthen required or new courses in the curriculum. 


Another provision includes guidance programs where printed and au- 
dio-visual materials may be purchased on careers and related subjects to 
help teachers and pupils. 


It was suggested that a state consultant could be appointed by the pro- 
visions of this act if the need were presented as strengthening the schools’ 
program in the areas of science, mathematics and modern foreign lan- 
guages. Shouldn’t O. A. S. L. try this approach if it could make a state con- 
sultant for Ohio a reality? 


National Library week was mentioned frequently and librarians 
were urged to make April 12-18 of special significance in their local 
communities. 


The 1959 A. L. A. conference will be held in Washington, June 21-27. 
From all indications it promises to be well attended. 


There will be several pre-conferences which sound interesting. A Li- 
brary Building and Equipment Institute will be held at the University of 
Maryland, June 18-20. The Young Adult Division is planning a pre-confer- 
ence on the selection of adult books for young people, June 19-20. 


A. L. A. also announces a 35-day European tour by chartered plane 
from June 27-August 2. 
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MRS. EDITH A. STEPHENS 


We regret to report that Mrs. Edith A. Stephens, Librarian of West 
Carrollton High School, West Carrollton, Ohio, passed away on February 
es — ngs O.A.8.L. extends their heartfelt sympathies to her family 
and friends. 





BENEFITS TO LIBRARIES FROM 
NATIONAL DEFENSE EDUCATION ACT 


(Taken from January 15, 1959, JUNIOR LIBRARIES) 


School libaries may receive benefits from the National Defense Edu- 
cation Act, especially through Title III, if requests are given high priority 
in the project which a school system submits to its state department of 
public instruction. 


The largest amount authorized by the Act is in Title III which allows 
$70 million for the fiscal year 1959 and for each of the three succeeding 
years for the improvement of science, mathematics, and modern foreign 
language instruction. This allows school librarians an opportunity to build 
up collections of books and other printed and audio-visual materials and 
library equipment in these areas. A request should be worked out with all 
those concerned at the local level and then submitted to the State Depart- 
ment of Education. It may be slanted toward a special group such as the 
gifted, or for those in required new courses; for equipment and minor re- 
modeling of library space to accommodate such materials or equipment. 


Under Title V which provides for establishing, maintaining, and im- 
proving guidance, counseling, and testing in secondary schools, libraries 
may procure printed and audio-visual material necessary to teachers and 
pupils in such programs. 


Title VIII, which assists existing vocational education programs 
ing giving training of less than college grade in highly technical skills 
essential to the national defense act, provides for the purchase of instruc- 
tional supplies, teachings aids, and instructional equipment. These may 
be library materials. 


Each state must submit an overall basic plan to the U. S. Commissioner 
of Education including (1) priorities for projects, (2) standards for equip- 
ment and materials, and (3) expenditures solely for equipment, materials, 
and minor remodeling. 


In Ohio Asst. Supt. Harold J. Bowers reported that federal funds under 
the National Defense Education Act, Title III probably will not be avail- 
able until April or May. The state’s plan for use of funds in establishment 
of area vocational schools has been approved by the U. S. Office of Educa- 
tion. The Title III plan will be reviewed by an advisory committee before 
being submitted to the State Board of Education at its February meeting. 
(A Title III plan draft has been submitted to the U. S. Office and is being 
reviewed there.) 


School Librarians should plan with the subject area teachers involved 
and with the administrators, the needs of your library for materials collec- 
tions, equipment and minor remodeling. Be sure that these requests are 
given priority and sent to the State Department of Public Instruction as 
soon as plans and more detailed information are released by the State 
Board of Education on the plan for using these federal funds. 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 


Of immediate concern . .. National Library Week, April 12-18. Spear- 
heading the display material this year is a striking new six-color poster. 
The same slogan as used last year, “WAKE UP AND READ!” is brought 
to life by a man’s face, half of which is “awake”. The open eye is shown 
against a background of type which repeats the objectives “for a better- 
read, better-informed America.” 


The January issue of the A.L.A. Bulletin has an article on page 45 
on the values; the plans; the organization; and a staff report. In the 
February Wilson Library Bulletin, page 429, Virginia H. Mathews, 
Assistant Director of National Library Week, gives some very good promo- 
tion ideas. She states that the library, book store and other cultural agen- 
cies are apt to have NLW exhibits without much urging, however, much 
of the success of NLW will depend on its effective promotion through 
channels that are not usually associated with books, reading, culture 
and education. 


At this writing we have not heard of any specific plans from our State 
Director of National Library Week. However, may we urge you not to wait 
for someone else to make the first move. Let the school Libraries of Ohio 
be on the move and bring to your community the value of school library 
service. This is an excellent time to emphasize the fact that every school 
needs a good library, and to accomplish this, Ohio needs a State School Li- 
brary Supervisor. 


From the Arkansas Library Commission of Little Rock, Arkansas, 
comes an excellent article on the observance of this second National Li- 
brary Week, which your editor wishes to pass on to you. 


“The objective of the week is to remind the American people that read- 
ing can help them to explore and to satisfy their need for a greater sense 
of purmse and meaning in their lives: to urge them to use more fully the 
libraries of all kinds in which the treasures of the printed word await 
throughout the land. The wider aim, however, is to set apart a time when 
people can rededicate themselves to the ideas and ideals of a free society. 

“During this week let all of us reassess the personal riches of mind and 
opportunity. Through reading, people of all ages and levels, may have the 
opportunity to develop intellectually and in adaptability. Although reading 
may be a form of entertainment, let no one regard it as a sleeping pill or 
even as a tranquilizer. It offers channels for creative thinking and action.” 


The National Library School Committee, chairmaned by Mrs. Anne 
Jackson, urges that every school heighten the national interest in reading, 
beginning with the youngest school child. They offer many suggestions, by 
eo our library activities can be correlated with this program. Here are 
a few. 


1. Work with other school libraries, teachers, and school guidance 
counselors in your community to arrange a career event, which 
will make young people aware of the many opportunities in librarian- 
ship as a career. 


2. Encourage your P.T.A. to plan a special program during library 
Week on books read in the home by the whole family. 


3. Plan a school auditorium program in which student “experts” tell 
about the books they have used to learn more about their hobbies. 
Display the books discussed. 
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4. Plan to have some of your classes—English, Social Studies, Family 
Life Education classes—discuss the books that help them to under- 
stand themselves and each other. 


5. Plan a short article for your school newspaper about the favorite 
reading of some of the leaders in your community, including the 
principal, teachers, and the students themselves. 

6. Devote a Library Week issue of your school and classroom news- 
papers to pupil’s reading, asking them to write about how they select 
the books they want to read, how they use the library, and how 
reading furthers their other interests. 

7. In advance of Library Week, plan a short workshop on story-telling, 
perhaps in connection with your speech department, drama club, etc. 
and select the best story tellers to tell stories to younger children in 
some of the elementary schools during Library Week. 

8. Include various school departments to participate in observing 
Library Week: 

1. Industrial Art students can make designs for finding the best 
use of space in their own homes for a library or for additional 
book cases and shelves. 

2. Home Economics classes can invite parents and community 
leaders to a luncheon, at which dishes have been prepared from 
interesting cookbooks. These books should be on display. 

3. Art classes can sponsor poster or cartoon contests, in which 
the Library Week theme is emphasized. 


4. Ask science students to arrange a display of class science 
projects, tying-in science books from library collections. 


9. In Junior and Senior High Schools, English or Social Studies classes 
could do a research project on the famous libraries of the world. 
10. The highlight of your library week activities may be an Open House, 
Reading Night, or a Book Fair, in which pupils, parents, and teach- 

ers participate. 

Posters (30c each), streamers (15c each), and bookmarks ($1.25 per 
500) may be ordered from the order department of National Library Week, 
24 West 40th St., New York, 18, New York. 

Remember we cannot afford a nation of non-readers. 

Let us all get behind the theme, “Wake Up and Read for a Better 
Informed America.’ 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


Within a few weeks the Nominating Committee will be seeking people 
to serve in the various offices of O.A.S.L. Nominations will be made for 
the following offices: Vice-President-President elect, Recording Secretary, 
Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, and Regional Directors from North- 
western, Southwestern, Central, and the newly formed East Central Dis- 
trict. If you would like to suggest the name of any member of O.A.8.L. for 
one of the above offices, please send your suggestion at once to the chair- 
man or any member of the Nominating Committee. 


The President has appointed the following to serve as the Nominating 
Committee from a list of people suggested at the Winter Executive Board 
meeting. Chairman: Margaret C. Rehring, Cincinnati; Gertrude Linnen- 
bruegge, Athens; Magnolia E. Wilkins, Columbus; Kathryn Sexauer, 
Akron; Kathryn Moore, Marion; Miriam Fabian, Dayton. 
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CATALOGING IN SOURCE SEEKS ANSWERS 

The Library of Congress, under a grant from the Council on Library 
Resources, Inc., is currently running an experiment in supplying catalog- 
ing information to be printed within books themselves. During the year 
of the experiment (July 1958-July 1959) cataloging information is 
appearing in over 1000 titles being published by trade, religious, govern- 
ment, university, and society publishers. 

As part of this testing project, the Library is eager to receive as much 
information as possible as to the reaction on the proposal. How would li- 
braries use this information if it were made generally available and what 
effect would it have on their procedures and on their organization? Some 
200 libraries of various sizes and kinds and locations have been selected for 
depth interviews by consultants working for LC on a Consumer Reaction 


Survey, but voluntary expressions are being sought from all interested li- 
braries. Librarians are urged to write to the address below summarizing 
the reactions of their professional staffs to the ideas following. 

It is hoped that books carrying their own cataloging information (being 
cataloged in source) would help libraries and their users by (a) getting new 
books to users faster (b) cutting the present high cost of cataloging, and 
(c) providing greater standardization in the identification of books. With 
these goals in mind, what would Cataloging in Source mean to your Li- 
brary? Might it: 

(1) Affect your library’s ordering procedures, book selection, refer- 
ence, or bibliographical work (particularly if bibliographic publishers and 
all libraries used the same form of author and title entry) ? 

(2) Affect your library’s methods of obtaining and preparing catalog 
cards? 

(3) Simplify or complicate your library’s work? 

(4) Eliminate equipment or create need for new equipment? 

(5) Affect inter-library relationships such as library systems, central- 
ized or cooperative cataloging or processing, library deposits, inter-library 
loans, union catalogs? , 

For the sake of greater bibliographical standardization, would you be 
willing to adopt the LC form of author and title entries? Always, or with 
specific exceptions? 

You are urged to get your opinions on record by sending them (favor- 
able or unfavorable) to the Director of this CIS Consumer Reaction Survey: 
Miss Esther J. Piercy 
Enoch Pratt ‘Free Library 
Baltimore 1, Maryland 


WHAT’S NEW WITH OUR STUDENT LIBRARIANS 


From Helen Reed of Miamisburg High School come two interesting 
innovations in student library service. She appoints two assistants to 
serve each period. One, acting as a host (or hostess), relieves the teacher 
librarian of as many duties of a general nature as possible. She does 
everything from adjusting window blinds to greeting strangers who enter 
the library. The second assistant works at maintenance, which includes, 
shelving, cleaning shelves, and keeping all mending up to date. Miss Reed 
has incorporated mending skills in her training program. This student 
staff is changed four times a year. Her second suggestion is concerned 
with this change-over. She finds it advisable to close the library for period 
meetings each time the student staff changes duties. The intimacy of a 
small staff meeting of the new assistants and the librarian permits an 
interesting exchange of ideas and a more careful training period that a 
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larger session could not. These closing periods, which are staggered so 
that they do not all fall on the same day, are justified by the excellent 
results of the program. 


Mrs. Flora Poling of Northwestern High School in Raymond, Ohio 
invites her student librarians to conduct a Story Hour at various times 
throughout the year. Each student prepares a story, suitable from the 
first through the sixth grade, to be presented on the student’s free time. 
Arrangements are made with the grade teacher, who often suggests a 
story correlated with the current study unit, and the student is on his 
own, with little screening from the teacher librarian. The greatest reward 
is the interest created in reading and in the library among pupils of the 
lower grades. The student librarians try hard for the small children to 
remember the story and not just the story-teller. “We feel that here is 
where useful using of the school library begins,” says Mrs. Poling. 





Woodrow Wilson Junior High School in Newark, Ohio has a very 
active group of library assistants. The book fair and exhibit arranged by 
them for a P.T.A. Open House, were quite profitable. Interested patrons 
gave $100.00 worth of books to the library, and, in addition, the club made 
a profit of $250.00 from the sale of books and candy. As part of the enter- 
tainment, a clever play, entitled “Thou Shalt Not Read’, was presented 
for parents and friends attending the exhibit. The library is in charge 
of Louise Mason. 

The Book Club at Lehman High School, Canton, Ohio held its monthly 
meeting March 3rd. Selections of Mark Twain were the feature of dis- 
cussion. The members talked about Huckleberry Finn, Tom Sawyer, and 
Innocents Abroad. 








LIBRARIANS IN THE NEWS 


On Thursday, January 15th, Miss Margaret Rehring. Supervisor of Li- 
brarians of the Cincinnati Schools under the Board of Education, spoke to 
the *.T.A. members about library work. After giving a brief outline cf the 
history of libraries, Miss Rehring told some of the duties of a librarian. A 
librarian is a detective, running down such questions as “What color was 
Caesar’s wife’s hair?” She is a community leader, taking part in many 
group discussions. She works with the public, and may even find herself 
on radio or television. She mentioned the variety of courses that a profes- 
sional librarian must study, and emphasized the importance of a librarian 
having a teacher’s certificate. She enumerated the many types of library 
work available, but said that she helieved school library work to be most 
rewarding, because it contains a little of all of the duties of a librarian. 





April 2nd is the tentative date set for Mrs. Virginia Eifert, on the staff 
of the Illinois State Library, to address Cincinnati students and High 
School librarians on the always interesting subject of Abraham Lincoln. 
Mrs. Eifert has written a series on Lincoln expressly for High School stn- 
dents. Her fifth Lincoln book, New Birth of Freedom, will be published in 
time for Lincoln’s 150th birthday anniversary. 





Mrs. Elnora Portteus, Department of Library Science, Kent State Uni- 
versity. was the speaker at the Stark County Librarians’ Meeting on Feb- 
ruary 4th, at the Canton Public Library. Her topic was “The Answer Is 
In the Little Word, ‘If’.” 
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BOOK FAIRS AROUND THE STATE 


Lorain County presented its first Book Fair, February 5th through 
the 9th at the American Legion Hall in Elyria, Ohio. It was planned 
especially for readers from the third through the eighth grades to intro- 
duce them to the wonders of the world of reading. Sponsored by a com- 
mittee of educators, librarians, and laymen, the Fair featured some 3000 
juvenile books, entertainers, authors, story telling, and movies. Opening 
day was highlighted by the introduction of a new book, “Catrina and the 
Cats”, by Georgia Tufts, a fifteen-year-old authoress from Oberlin, Ohio. 
Bruce Catton, noted Civil War historian, autographed books and answered 
questions for his enthusiastic audience. William E. Scheele, Director of 
the Museum of Natural History in Cleveland, gave an illustrated talk. 
Miss Eleanor Owen, Children’s librarian at Oberlin told folk tales. Mr. 
Merlin Woolcott, President of the Lorain County Librarians’ Group, was 
general chairman of the Fair, and was aided by public and school librarians 
of the county. ose Nil at 


From Newark, Ohio comes news of a presentation of Books On Exhibit, 
a national service operation involving the country’s leading publishers of 
children’s books, which took place during the period of February 2nd 
through the 14th in the new General John L. Clemm Elementary School. 
This collection of 600 new and recent library books cover some 31 subject 
categories and is geared to all grades from kindergarten through 
High School. 


Dorothy Billett, librarian of Benjamin Franklin Junior High School of 
Newark, also staged a Book Fair and received several new books as gifts 
from patrons. A display of model cars and hot rod books was featured, 
and drew much attention from the racing and hot rod fans. 





Mis, Qcie Anderson, Librarian of the School and Public Library at 
Bluffton, Ohio, announced the innovation of a Book Fair at the library 
the week of December 1st through the 6th. The week-long event, dis- 
playing over 300 books for all ages, was sponsored by the Bluffton Library 
Club. a reading group in its first year at Bluffton High School. Club 
members helped with the displays, made sales, and aided interested cus- 
tomers in the selection of books. The purpose of the Fair, according to 
Miss Anderson, the Club Advisor, was to create interest in owning books 
and giving books as gifts. At the close of the week, over $400 worth of 
books had been sold, the Club receiving 20 percent of their sales. They 
were well vleased with their success and plan to use their funds for other 
projects planned by the Club. 


GATHERED FROM HERE AND THERE 


Marion C. Young, Chief of Children’s Services of Detroit, Michigan 
Public Library says: (Statement based on juvenile books published from 
July 1—December 31, 1958) ‘On the whole, it does not seem to us that 
this is a golden year in children’s Pook, but the general standard is good 
and there have been a few really outstanding publications. It seemed to us 
that there are too many books.” Library Journal — October, 1958 





Rumer Godden, noted adult and children’s author, said that she turned 
to writing books for children because she wanted the discipline that they 
provide. She finds it much more difficult to write for children than for 
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adults. There cannot be any flashbacks and there must be careful cutting. 
Publisher’s Weekly — December 1, 1958 





“He is wise who knows the source of knowledge—Who knows who has 
written, and where it is to be found.” —A. A. Hodge 


The librarian has to be the fulfillment of Mr. Hodge’s quotation if she 
is to serve as a torch to guide young learners, who crowd her day with the 
yearnings of avid minds. 

How fortunate are the children of today who have but to ask, and doors 
swing open in school and public libraries, where such ample facilities exist 
to aid both teacher and pupil in the conquest of knowledge. Would that all 
communities had the resources that the best possess. 

Lillian Watkins, Assistant Coordinator, 
Central Library Service, Pasadena, California 





Can Johnny read? 

Sure can— 

160 Tons of books a year here (Cleveland, Ohio) 

A great many grown-ups have been belittling the amount of reading 
done by youngsters these days. 

Here’s information to make them blush: 

About 160 tons of juvenile books will be loaned by the Cleveland Public 
Library this year. Children borrow practically as many books as adults. 
They will lead in number of books borrowed in a year or so unless the adults 
speed up. Already they’re ahead in average borrowing when you consider 
that boys and girls are out-numbered by adults, 214 to 1, in this 
city’s population. Cleveland Press — February 16, 1959 





Max Lerner, in his address on November 8, 1958 at the Adult Educa- 
tion Association Conference held in Cincinnati, Ohio, made these dynamic 
statements in regard to the “bookless home”. ““A home without books is 
as potentially criminal as a home with alcoholics. Children from such 
homes are placed in a vacuum, into which corrupting influences may 
move.” And then Mr. Lerner took a swipe at what he called mass media— 
radio, television, newspapers and magazines. He called them “barons 
occupying the strategic passes to the mind.” He added “‘by avoiding con- 
troversy, most of our mass media are perpetuating the anti-intellectualism 
of our society. They view the audience as an object to be wooed and 
manipulated, as a target and not as a subject.” 

John W. Creager, Librarian, 
South High School, Youngstown, Ohio 
Submitted from news item, appearing in Youngstown “Vindicator” 


THE NEW LOOK IN LIBRARIES 


In November a new Hamilton County School Library opened its doors 
to approximately 920 high school students of the Princeton District. This 
new school, which is both beautiful and functional, is located at the junc- 
tion of Sharon and Chester Roads, Cincinnati 41, Ohio. The library seats 
150 people and can accommodate about 30,000 volumes of books. At the 
present time, there are about 6,000 volumes. The library office is glass- 
enclosed with an adjoining room, that provides private work space and 
house supplies. At the end of the library is a large conference room, sized 
to take care of an average class. There is also a room for visual aids. The 
furniture is designed to provide a most cheerful atmosphere. Mosaic 
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murals, created by Carl Zimmerman, grace the outer walls of the library. 
The librarian, Marie Landrum, will be pleased to welcome visitors at 
any time. 

Ask any Berne Union High School student or faculty member what he 
thinks is the best part of the new addition to this fast-growing school in 
Fairfield County, and the answer is “our new library.” This addition, com- 
pleted during the fall months, was dedicated in February at an informal 
program and Open House, held in connection with the P.T.A. With a 
present pupil enrollment of 770 and a faculty of 30, the spacious library, 
72 by 36 feet, is indeed the center of the school. One entire wall is made 
up of tall windows, and smaller glass block windows are set over the book- 
shelves. Two sets of window draperies include pale green curtains of sheer 
fibre glass and dark green plastic lengths for darkening the room during 
film showing. A star in the two-toned green tiled floor points in all direc- 
tions, symbolizing the books which lead in all directions to make a well- 
rounded education. The top surfaces of the blond-finished tables display 
an interesting variety of mathematical designs—rectangles, trapezoids, 
circles, and semi-circles. Around the walls are art posters, made by stu- 
dents, while blooming plants add an attractive note to the big room. Close 
to 4,000 books are in the collection. Mrs. Gail Weimer serves as both mathe- 
matics teacher and librarian. She is taking the Library Science course at 
the Lancaster Branch College of Ohio University. 








Newark Senior High School is looking forward to new library facilities, 
when part of the new High School will be due for completion in the Fall of 
1960. We shall hear more about this project from the librarian, Miss Helen 
Dorn, in a later issue. 

Allen Oakum is about at the hair-tearing stage in preparations for the 
move into the new school library at Roosevelt High School in Kent, Ohio. 
What to throw away? What to keep? Those are some of our President’s 
problems. They are in the bewildering business of selecting new furniture. 


WORKSHOP FOR SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


The School Library Tells Its Story: a Workshop in Public Relations 
is being sponsored by the Department of Library Science, Kent State Uni- 
versity, April 11, 1959. A feature of the workshop will be the awarding of 
$25.00 to the school library with the best display, bulletin board, or exhibit. 
The rules for the contest are as follows. 

1. Take pictures of your display or bulletin boards. Send four by six en- 
largements of the best of these displays to the Department of Library 
Science. Deadline March 25, 1959. 

2. Save your display materials, because we will determine from these 
pictures the best displays and we will ask you to recreate them for us. 

3. These displays will be judged by Mr. Miska Petersham, son of the 
famous book authors and illustrators. 

P 4. An award of $25.00 will be given to the school library with the best 
isplay. 

The program will concern itself with methods and materials of creating 
displays and will feature, Mr. Albert Young, of the Cleveland Public Li- 
brary; Mr. Emerson Price, Book Review Editor of the Cleveland Press, and 
a “How-to-Do-It” session in which each librarian will participate. The cost 
of registration and luncheon is $3. Make checks payable to Kent State 
University, School Library Workshop. The workshop is limited to 75 res- 
ervations. 

Remember the date—April 11, 1959. 
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HERE IS WHAT WE ARE DOING 

Winifred Turner is very proud of her Fremont Ross Senior High 
Library, which opened last fail. It is spanking new, beautifully furnished— 
but short on books. It will take considerable time and money to fill the 
shelves properly. But resourceful Miss Turner found a happy solution in 
the paper-back pocket book editions. Here is how she used them to fill up 
the chinks and take up the slack — 

POCKET BOOK PARTY 

Pocket books — 300 of them — spread face up so that the colorful 
covers made the library tables look iike flower beds. And like bees the 
students buzzed around, attracted by the books’ color, variety, and fresh- 
ness. Several times students were heard to exclaim “Oh, I must have 
this one!” when its hard-cover twin had long reposed peacefully on the 
shelf. There’s a thrill in handling a brand-new book — and 300 at once 
make a gala occasion. 

These pocket books were all selected from a recommended list, and 
included many fields of interest. Emphasis was placed on the classics, 
attractive packaging is very important in books, as well as in cake 
mixes and soap powder. The bright red, white, and blue cover of Jvanhoe 
has more eye appeal than the dark brown copy on the shelf. Fortunately 
the lurid cover is disappearing. The bosomy female that used to advertise 
Jane Eyre has now been replaced by a very proper bonneted and 
shawled lady. 

Senior English classes were invited in as special guests for the day. 
It was heartening to observe how the bright pocket books stimulated 
interest in their brother and sister and cousin hard-covers on the shelves, 
interest sparked earlier by “great-book pep talks” given by the English 
teacher and librarian. When the paperback Jane Eyre or David Copper- 
field or Pride and Prejudice were gone, interest overflowed to Wuthering 
Heights, Oliver Twist, or Sense and Sensibility, waiting patiently in 
quiet garb. 

“When will our class be a special library guest?” a sophomore asked 
wistfully. We tell him soon, and rush off to type more book cards for the 
bright piles in the work room. 





Another of our ingenious librarians, Kay Kendall of Windham High 
School in Ravenna, is also experimenting with paperbacks. She has pur- 
chased about 120 and is trying now to evaluate their practicality in a 
library. She has cataloged them very simply—no accession numbers—and 
keeps them all together. For the third year, Miss Kendall has charge of 
the Eastman Kodak Display of prize-winning snaps. This collection is avail- 
able to all interested schools—free of charge. 





From Ravenna City High School, Helen Hulbert reports on her Great 
Books Program, which is being conducted for the second year. This activity, 
which counts toward an honor degree, has been most happily received by 
students and teachers. The participants are required to read an assirned 
number of books, which are reviewed both orally and by written test. 
“In an interview”, says Miss Hulbert, “it is such fun to discuss with the 
group the relative merits of Dostoevskii, Tolstoi, Hardy, Sabatini, and many 
others.” The library also has an annual project in conjunction with the 
Home Economics Department, called the Book Week “Coffee”. The theme 
this year was “Books for Your Department—any suggestions?” Selections 
of books on the various departmental subjects were set up on tables for 
the teachers to examine. 
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Mrs. Jane DeArment, librarian at Donnell Junior High School of Find- 
lay, Ohio, has tried an experiment which she feels is quite successful. In 
order to lessen the personal tension, caused by constant efforts to keep 
pupils quiet and to create acceptable library habits, she has decided to 
permit a 3-minute visiting time at the end of each period during the day. 
Pupils look forward to this time when they may visit in an ordinary con- 
versational tone of voice. Mrs. DeArment also exchanges visits with the 
students. Not only has it done Mrs. DeArment “a world of good’’, but the 
pupils are less tense, and acceptable library attitudes are a natural outcome. 





The Library Guidance Corner has been a successful added innovation to 
the curriculum of Bluffton High School. Prior to the establishing of this 
Corner, there had been a Guidance Room, a very small space, shelved with 
guidance materials. However, the room was too removed from the students 
and rarely used. The rear corner of the library study hall, where most 
pupils spend at least one period a day, was a more practical location for 
this purpose. A bulletin board, full of guidance posters and pamphlets, was 
constructed to fit this Corner. 

The enthusiastic diligence of the Librarian, Miss Ocie Anderson, in pro- 
curing the best available Guidance material, has made this project the 
success it is. All available texts and pamphlets on the various vocations 
were indexed and cataloged before they were placed on the shelves. Current 
periodicals, such as “Occupational Briefs, Careers, Your Future Occupa- 
tion, were prominently displayed. New materials are constantly being 
ordered, and as they arrive, the titles and chapter headings are read over 
the Public Address System. All college bulletins are kept up-to-date and 
free materials, in quantities, are placed on the tables for the students to 
help themselves. Students also help in this organizational work. 

A student “Guidance Chairman” has been appointed and he is respon- 
sible for keeping the bulletin board changed and for seeing that the “Free 
Materials Tables” are well-stocked. Each period of the day a student from 
study hall is assigned to the Corner, ‘where he assists others in locat- 
ing material. 


Clara Belle Lynch, Librarian of South Point High School would like to 
announce that the High School P.T.A. has purchased the entire list of High 
School Reading Circle Books for the library. Plans are being made to pur- 
chase other books so that a good representation of new books may be put 
on the shelves in April in observance of National Library Week. 


A.L.A. ISSUES LIST 


The Young Adult Services Division of the American Library 
Association has issued its list, “Interesting Adult Books of 1958 for 
Young People.” 

Pauline Winnick, Deputy Supervisor for Work with Young Adults, 
Boston Public Library, President of Y.A.S.D., stated that the choice 
was made by the Book Selection Committee from the entire output of 
adult books published during the year. The Y.A.S.D. list has come to be 
watched for by librarians, high school teachers, parents and youth 
leaders as a guide to reading for young people. 

Jane Manthorne, Readers Adviser for Young Adults, Boston Public 
Library, Chairman of the Committee, said young people of 1958 were 
more concerned with the clash of political ideologies than with the impact 
of the space age according to this annual selection. The twenty-one 
titles here listed were chosen from an original ninety-five nominations 
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after three ballots by committee members and one nation-wide poll of 
school and public librarians. No fewer than five of the titles deal with 
Communism, whereas only one, The Fastest Man Alive, deals with the 
facts of the space age. Books of science are totally absent, while books 
about people — deprived or persecuted — number four. 

Nonfiction, as in past annual lists, far surpasses fiction in teen-age 
preferences with thirteen true stories as compared with eight novels. Nine 
of the nonfiction titles, almost half the list, are biographies. 

The reading tastes of young men continue to dominate the voting 
with two thirds of the list consisting of war dramas and other mascu- 
line experiences. 

Other members of the Committee include: Mrs. Fannie R. Eiseman, 
Wingate High School, Brooklyn; John G. Park, Kent School, Kent, Conn.; 
Barbara Duree, The Booklist and Subscription Books Bulletin, A.L.A.; 
Marian Trahan, Oakland (Calif.) Public Library; Myrna Wingert, Detroit 
(Mich.) Public Library. 


The list follows: 


Abandon Ship! Death of the U.S.S. Indianapolis by Richard F. 
Newcomb. How a twelve-minute disaster at sea stretched into days of 
human suffering and years of investigation. Holt. 

Admiral Hornblower in the West Indies by Cecil Scott Forester. 
Hurricanes and pirates are no match for the dauntless mariner as he 
sails the Caribbean. Little. 

Aku-Aku, the Secret of Easter Island by Thor Heyerdahl. Despite 
native taboos and superstitions, the famous skipper devotes his sleuthing 
to ancient statues and sculptures. Rand McNally. 

And Promenade Home by Agnes DeMille. A war-bride’s loneliness 
and a dancer’s artistry are revealed in the choreographer’s sequel to 
Dance to the Piper. Little. 

Anne Frank: a Portrait in Courage by Ernst Schnabel. Here is Anne 
in school, in hiding, and in concentration camps as more than forty people 
piece together their memories of the ill-fated diarist. Harcourt. 

Come North With Me, an Autobiography by Bernt Balchen. Companion 
to Bryd and Amundsen, a modern Viking remembers dramatic moments 
as aviator, explorer, and adventurer. Dutton. 

The Edge of Tomorrow by Thomas A. Dooley. A group of medical 
missionaries fight disease and communism in the village of Laos, five 
miles from the border of Red China. Farrar. 

The Fastest Man Alive by Frank Kendall Everest and John Guenther. 
As test pilot of jet planes and experimental rocket ships, the author 
conveys the thrills of supersonic flights. Dutton. 

Inside Russia Today by John Gunther. The renowned “inside” reporter 
lifts the iron curtain to show the U.S.S.R. since Stalin’s death. Harper. 

The Land God Gave to Cain; a Novel of Labrador by Hammond 
Innes. In response to a mysterious S.O.S., Ivan Ferguson sets forth on 
a dangerous quest. Knopf. 

Masters of Deceit; the Story of Communism in America and How to 
Fight It by John Edgar Hoover. The chief of the F.B.I. defines the 
menace, its methods and membership. Holt. 

Mrs. ’Arris Goes to Paris by Paul Gallico. Delightful modern fairy 
story of a London charlady who covets a Dior dress. Doubleday. 

Night March by Bruce Lanesster. Two Yankee cavalrv officers escape 
notorious Libby Prison through the Union underground. Little. 

North From Rome by Helen MacInnes. The scream of a woman leads 
an American in Rome on a path of intrigue and violence. Harcourt. 
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On My Own by Eleanor Roosevelt. With honesty and charm Mrs. 
Roosevelt recalls her activities since her husband’s death. Harper. 

The Other Side of the Sky by Arthur Charles Clarke. A Tibetan 
monastery, space stations, and stellar outposts play a part in this imagina- 
tive medley of science fiction tales. Harcourt. 

Reveille for a Persian Village by Najmeh Najafi and Helen Hinckley. 
The American-educated author of Persia is My Heart returns to help her 
village people. Harper. 

Stride Toward Freedom; the Montgomery Story by Martin Luther 
King. Leader of the much-publicized bus boycott, a dedicated Negro clergy- 
man describes his non-violent strike against segregation. Harper. 

The Ugly American by William J. Lederer and Eugene Burdick. 
Set in Southeastern Asia, this provocative angry book shows the many 
faces of American officials abroad. Norton. 

Victoria and Albert: a Novel by Evelyn Anthony. The fabled monarch 
comes alive in this fictional portrait of her deep love for Albert. Crowell. 

War Fish by George Grider and Lydel Sims. A veteran sub-mariner 
describes tense battle action in Pacific waters aboard four ships of the 
silent service. Little. 





JUST FOR LAUGHS 


Ruth Foor, Librarian at Thomas Ewing High School, Lancaster, Ohio, 
has offered a welcome suggestion of having a little column of humorous 
odds and ends that happen along a librarian’s way. We think that it would 
be fun to share these little chuckles. Won’t you help add to this page by 
sending along any amusing incidents that take place in your library? 





A little seventh grade boy sidled up to the circulation desk with an 
unabridged edition of Hugo’s Hunchback of Notre Dame. 
“Did your English teacher assign the reading of this book?” I asked. 
“Oh 10, I just wanted to read a book about football. Isn’t this about 
Notre Dame? It says Notre Dame”, and a grimy finger pointed to the title. 
He didn’t take it out. From Louise Krueger, Librarian, 
Danbury Township High School 
Lakeside, Ohio 


MISPRINTS & REPRINTS 

e Out-of-print: A Junior High student’s request for “a biology of 
Abraham Lincoln.” 

@ Women’s Wear Department: 

A girl asking for the book “Mary Bobbypins.” 

e Shades of Tutankhamen: A junior library assistant, embossing the 
school name on the title page, was asked what she was doing. Reply: 
“Embalming the books”. 

e English as she is spoke: “Is that book overdued yit?” 

e Too hot to publish: “May I have a copy of the Virgin of Venice?” 

From Bulletin of the School Library 
Association of California 
PET PEEVES 


e The pupil who wants the large red book he had a couple of days ago. 
e@ The teacher who assigns 50 pupils to use the one copy of a certain book 
you have, but fails to mention it to you, so the first pupil in checks it 
out for the 2-week period. From Margaret Rodgers, Librarian, 
Middlebranch Junior High School 
Canton, Ohio 
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Sketch by 
Ann Hines, student 
at ‘Thomas Ewing 


“Just for laughs” — 
These incidents you'll say 
From a librarian’s file 
Prevent routine per se. 


When all is so organized 
Your readers to serve 
Comes the usual “unusual” 
Guaranteed to swerve. 


“T’ve got to have a project,” 
Comes the request so sincere, 

How inadequate the catalog 
When no interest is clear! 


“Remember that book 
You told me about?” 

A Houdini memory 
Will help to sign out. 


And who hasn’t heard — 
“T’ve looked everywhere — 
That book isn’t home, 
I put it right there.” 


But soon in the “line-up” 
Is the book that he had, 

’"Twas home all the time, 
Being read by his dad. 





LIBRARIAN’S FILE 


by Ruth Foor 


Librarian, Thomas Ewing 


High School 
Lancaster, Ohio 


Or in the locker clean-up 
Your book’s brought in, 

He’s positive it was put there 
By someone — not him! 


For the scientist — information 
Sought on Radio Stars. 

Means no interest in actors 
Winning Oscars on Mars 


And does a fly have a brain? 
Much research you'll do 

And contemplate with interest 
Its possible I.Q. 

Epilogue: 

If these lines set a pattern 
And a column’s begun, 

Our ideas when pooled 


May result in much fun. 


So next time, you contribute 
Let’s all be in style, 

Our subject, the Budget 
For Our Librarian’s File. 


® 
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0.A.S.L. COMMITTEES FOR 1958-1959 


Budget: 
Chairman — 7, Lulubelle Lincks, Withrow High School, Cincinnati 
Allen Oakum, Roosevelt High School, Kent 
Ruth L. Watkins, Harding Senior High School, Warren 
Helen R. Reed, Miamisburg High School, Miamisburg 


By-Laws: 
Chairman — Elizabeth Passmore, New Philadelphia High School, New Philadelphia 
Margaret Rodgers, Middlebranch Jr. High School, Canton 
Catherine Futhey, Dover High School, Dover 


Conference Schedule: 
Chairman — Rebecca Wareham, Mount Vernon High School, Mount Vernon 
Mrs. Kathleen Scott, Washington High School, Washington Court House 
Richard L. Kiley, Central High School, Cincinnati 


epee Libraries: 
Chairman — Lucy Nichols, Lincoln School, Lakew: 

Maymie Terrill, South Euclid- paw ne Board of Education, Cleveland 
Annabelle J. Libby, Elementary Library a: a 
Mirjam Saukkonen, Pepper Pike Elementary, Clev: 
Mrs. Helen Barlow. Roxboro Elementary School, Clouland Heights 

Exhibits: 

Chairman — Mrs. Juanita C. McClure, Shaker Heights High School, Shaker Heights 

Margaret Kessler, Bay High School, Bay Village 
Mrs. Mary Ann Wiseman, Dominion Junior High School, Columbus 
Mrs. Hannah McCauley, Lancaster High School, Lancaster 


Local Arrangements: 


Chairman — Mildred L. Krohn, Director of School Libraries, Shaker Heights 
Other members to be appointed by the Chairman 


Membership: 
Chairman — Mrs. Martha Hammack, Hoover High School, North Canton 
Northeast — Mildred H. Hess, Revere High School, West Richfield 
Northeast — Winifred T. Turner, Ross Senior High School, t 
Central — Marie Stowe Swope, Senior High School, Springfield 
Southeastern — Eloise Daniel, Ironton High School, Ironton 
Southwestern — Dorothy D. Reed, Cutter Jr. High School, Cincinnati 
Western — Adda 5 Sidney High School, Sidney 
Eastern — Rachael M. Freedman, Steubenville High School, Steubenville 
East-Central — Alma C. Reppart, Northwest High School, Canal Fulton 


Nominating: 
Chairman — Margaret C. Rehring, Director of School Libraries, Cincinnati 
Gertrude Linnebruegge, Ohio University, Athens 
Magnolia E. Wilkins, Champion Jr. High School, Columbus 
Kathryn Sexauer, Buchtel High School, Akron 
Miriam = Salton, Fairview High School, Dayton 
Kathryn Moore, Harding High School, Marion 


Publicity: 
Chairman — Marie Burkhart, Ottawa Hills High Schoo! 
Thelma Knerr (Local Convention Publicis), i 
Research: 
Chairman — Elnora Portteus, Department of Library Science, Kent State University 
Catherine K. Kendall, Windham High School, Windham 
Florence Rumbel, Science Hill Jr. High School, Youngstowa 
Scholarship: 
Chairman — Janie Gooch, Belmont High School, Dayton 
Laurel Leffler, Mercer Elementary School, Shaker a g 
Patricia J. Armstrong, Rocky River High School, Rocky Ri 
Mary M. Kugelman, University School, Ohio State Universe 


State Legislation: 


Chairman — Hugh Durbin, Grove City High School, Grove City 
Mrs. Blythe Jones, Bexley Jr. High, Columbus 
Helen A. Sinks, Troy High School, Troy 
Louise Mason, Woodrow Wilson Jr. High School, Newark 


Student Assistants Advisory: 
Chairman — Sesteiee Meyer, Canton South High School, Canton 
lizabeth Brown, Whitmer High School, Toledo 
Fem Ducro, Harvey High School, Painesville 
Love Clark, McGuffey School (Miami University), Oxford 


Training and Recruitment: 
Chairman — Virginia L. Krueger, Memorial Jr. High School, eg el 
Bernice F. Kirkpatrick, Parma Senior High School 1, 
Charlotte A. Gallant, Maple Heights Regional ce olny  ineile Heights 
Ruth Argabright, Hawthorne Jr. High School, Lorain 
Paul T. Swaykus, Ashland High School, Ashland 


Obio Teachers and Pupils Reading Circle Board of Control: 
Reba Boomershine, Roosevelt High School, Dayton 
Geneva Travis, University School, Kent 
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IF YOU ENJOY 0.A.S.L...... 


Please give this blank to another librarian whom you feel should belong 
to the Ohio Association of School Librarians. 


I herewith enclose my membership dues of $2.00 for the year 1958-59 to make me 
a member of the Ohio Association of School Librarians. I understand this membership 
entitles me to copies of the 0.A.S.L. Bulletin to begin at the next publication date. 


Membership Data 


Enclosed $ ($2 per yr.) 


Position: Same as last yr. ......... *Different 


*Replaced 


Data checked by Mem. Chm. ............ Pub. Chm. 


Mail application to: 


Membership Chairman 
Mrs. Martha Hammack 
Hoover High School Library 
605 South Fair Oaks Drive 
North Canton 20, Ohio 





